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Does Christ's atoning death
benefit those who reject Him?

The Bihle teaches and orthodox Christians
through the ages have believed thai the purpose of
the atoning worle of Christ on the cross was to
provide the complete solution for humankind’s sin
problem. Hotwever, those who reject God's grace
in this life will have no part in this salvation bul are
under the judgment of God for eternity (John 3:36;
Hebrews 9:27: 1 John 5:11-12),

By conlrast, the Mormon Church teaches
that the purpose of the atonement was to bring
resurrection and immortality to all people,
regardless of whether they receive Christ by
faith, Christ's atonement is only a partial basis
for worthiness and eternal life, which also
requires obedience to all the commands of the
Mormon Church, including exclusive Mormon
temple rituals (Gospel Principles, pp. 74-75;
Mormon Doctrine, p. 669).

Is the Bible the unique
and final Word of God?

The Bible leaches and orthodox Christians
through the ages have believed that the Bible is
the unigue, final and infallible Word of God
(2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:1,2; 2 Peter 1:21)
and that it will stand forever (1 Peter 1:23-25).
God's providential preservation of the lext of the
Bible was marvelously illustrated in the discovery
ol the Dead Sea Scrolls.*

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that
the Bible has been corrupted, and is missing
many “plain and precious parts” (Book of
Mormon — 1 Nephi 13:26-29; Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smiih, pp. 9-10).

Did the early church fall
into total apostasy?

The Bible teaches and orthodox Christians through
the ages have believed that the true Church was
divinely established by Jesus and could never and
has never disappeared from the earth (Matthew 16:18;
John 15:16; 17:11). Christians acknowledge that
there have been times of corruption and apostasy
within the Church, but believe there has always been
a remnant that held fast to the biblical essentials.

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that
there was a great and total apostasy of the Church
as established by Jesus Christ; this state of
apostasy still prevails except among those who have
come to a knowledge of the restored gospel of the
Mormon Church (Gospel Principles. pp. 105-106;
Mormon Doctrine, p. 44).

Conclusion

The above points in italics constitute the common
gospel believed by all orthodox Christians through
the ages regardless of denominational labels. On the
other hand, some new religions such as Mormonism
claim to be Christian, but accept as Scripture
writings outside of the Bible. teach doctrines that
contradicl the Bible, and hold to beliefs completely
foreign to the teachings of Jesus and His apostles.

Mormons share with orthodox Christians some
important biblical moral precepis. However, the above
points are examples of the many fundamental and
irreconcilable differences between historie, biblical
Christianity and Mormonism. While these differences
must not keep Christians from treating Mormons
with kindness and respect, we cannot consider them
brothers and sisters in Christ. The Bible specifically
warns of false prophets who will teach “"another
gospel” cenlered around "another Jesus,” and
witnessed to by “another spirit” (2 Corinthians
11:4,13-15; Galatians 1:6-9). Based on the evidence
presented above, we believe Mormonism represents

just such a counterfeit gospel.

It has been pointed out that if one claimed to
be a Mormon bul denied all the basic lenels of
Mormonism — that Joseph Smith was a prophet of
God, thal the Book of Mormon is (rue and divinely
inspired, that God was once a man who progressed
Lo Godhood through keeping the laws and
ordinances of the Mormon Church, and that the
Mormon Church was divinely eslablished — (he
Mormon Church would reject such a person's claim
lo being a Latler-day Saint, One cannot fairly call
oneself a Mormon if one does not believe the funda-
mental doctrines taught by the Mormon Church.
By the same token, if the Mormon Church does
nol hold (o the basic biblical (rulhs believed by the
greater Christian community down through the
ages, how can Chrislians reasonably be expecled
to accept Mormonism as authentic Christianity?

If the Mormon Church believes it is the only true
Christian Church, il should nol atlempt to publicly
present itself as a part of a broader Christian com-
munily, Instead il should lell the world openly thal
those who claim to be orthodox Christians are not
really Christians at all, and that the Mormon
Church is the only true Christian Church. This in
[acl is whal il leaches privately, bul nol publicly.

* For [urther documentation contact the publisher.
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